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Table 10.1  Types of QC samples 

Field QC Samples Laboratory QC Samples 

Field blanksa Laboratory duplicates 

Field duplicates Reagent blanks 

Trip blanksa Matrix spikesb 

Equipment rinseates Matrix spike duplicates 

 Surrogates 

 Performance evaluations 

 Laboratory control samples 

 
a Blanks – samples of deionized water used to assess potential 

contamination from a source other than the media being sampled. 

b Spikes – samples that have been mixed with a known quantity of a 
chemical to measure instrument effectiveness during the analysis 
process. 
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